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Date: Saturday, September 19, 2009 
Time: 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Location: Clark Fork, Idaho 
Cost: $5/person or $10/family 
The Woods Day will be limited to 
the first 100 people who register. 
 
Please RSVP: (208)292-2462 ext. 0, 
or E-mail: cchavez@forestcap.com 
 
Bring your own picnic lunch.  Non-
alcoholic beverages will be provided.   
Please wear appropriate outdoor 
clothing and footwear. 
 

What is a Woods Day? 
 

 A Woods Day is an occasion 
for private forestland owners to 
come together to learn more about 
their land and the forest they own.  
Whether you own 5 acres or 500 
acres, this Woods Day will be infor-
mative & educational.  There will be 
5 concurrent workshops repeated 3 
times during the day.  You will have 
the choice to participate in any 3 of 
these workshops.  All workshops are 
facilitated by experienced forestry 
professionals. 
 Our good friend and special 
guest for the day will be Forest Dan 
from Willamina, Oregon.  Forest 
Dan is a forest celebrity who travels 
the country promoting quality forest 
stewardship. 

Driving Directions:  In the center of 
Clark Fork, turn north at the Chev-
ron gas station on the Lightning 
Creek Road.  Drive 0.6 mile and 
turn right at the junction.  The road 
becomes gravel.  Proceed 2.1 miles 
to the next junction and turn left, 
then travel 0.3 mile to 2216 Antelope 
Valley Road.  “Bonner County 
Woods Day” signs will be posted. 
 

Bonner County Woods Day Schedule 
  9:00 AM-9:30 - Welcome 
 from Forest Dan 
  9:30-10:30 — Session I 
10:30-11:30 — Session II 
11:30-12:30 PM — Lunch 
12:30-1:30 — Session III 
  1:30-2:00  Closing with Forest Dan 
 

Concurrent Sessions 
1) Forest Practices and Slash Haz-

ard Regulations - Bill Love 
(Idaho Department of Lands, 
Private Forestry Specialist) 

2) Forestry Equipment Demonstra-
tions - Mark Havel 

3) Marketing, Harvesting and 
Measuring Forest Products - 
Mike Wolcott, ACF, CF (Inland 
Forest Management, Inc.) 

4) Reforestation, Pre-commercial 
Thinning, and Pruning - Jared 
France (Forest Capital) 

5) Forest Insects & Diseases - Tom 
Eckberg (Idaho Department of 
Lands, Entomologist) 
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Nancy was born into an 

Air Force family and learning to 
live at different bases around the 
country was her childhood chal-
lenge.  As disorienting as that 
can be to a young child, it was 
comforting to be able on occa-
sion to visit, and sometimes stay, 
with grandma and grampa on 
the family farm near Troy, 
Idaho.  It’s here on land that has 
been in the family for 5 genera-
tions that she nurtured her love 
for field and forest and learned 
about their proper management 
from her Gramp. 

Today, Nancy, husband 
Ned, and their 14 year old 
daughter Ceilidh, live in Troy, 
about 5 miles from the family 
farm. They’ve returned to 
Nancy’s roots after spending 
over 30 years in Nashville and 
other places pursuing their ca-
reers.  Their three older chil-
dren, 2 sons and a daughter, 
have finished their education and 
now live in other parts of the 
country.  Ned, a song writer and 
music publisher, has his studio in 
one of the outbuildings on the 
farm where Nancy’s father still 
lives.  The grandparents have 
long since passed on as well as 
Nancy’s mother. 

 
The family farm is a com-

bination of cropland, rangeland 
and timber located in the canyon 
lands between Troy and Juliaetta 
on Driscoll and American 
Ridges.  Wheat and hay have al-
ways been the main crops but the 
ponderosa pine and Douglas fir 
timber that occurs on north and 
east slopes has also provided 
some revenue.  Nancy recalls her 
grandfather explaining how he 
only harvested trees when they 
were growing too thick or when 
they showed the ill effects of in-
sects or disease.  Very little has 
been done with the timberlands 
in the last 20 years as her father 
had no knowledge and little in-
terest in timber management. 

Nancy has now taken on 
the responsibility of managing 
the forestland on their property.  
A forester friend recommended 
the Family Forest Owners Con-
ference that is held each year in 
Moscow to learn about the latest 
information about forests and 
their management.  Nancy at-
tended last March and is still 
very excited about all the infor-
mation she acquired and con-
tacts she made while there. 

Weeds are a major prob-
lem on the family farm, probably 
because of some overgrazing 
during a period of inattentive 
management when the ground 
was leased out.  Nancy says they 

have every species of weed 
known to man—and some that 
aren’t.  On the day before our 
interview, she had been walking 
her farm with Paul Brusven, an 
expert on bio-control from the 
Nez Perce tribe, who supplied 
her with some insects to help 
combat the problem in those ar-
eas where herbicide applications 
are difficult and/or ineffective. 

Nancy also made contact 
with Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS) represen-
tatives at the March meeting and 
is now in the application process 
for getting cost-share money to 
help with a comprehensive sus-
tainable multiple use plan for the 
canyonland.  Information she 
heard at the meeting helped her 
realize the importance of doing 
an inventory and scheduling ac-
tivities in a logical order. 

So Nancy has now re-
turned to the comfort zone she 
felt as a child on what was then 
her grandparent's farm.  Using 
the knowledge Gramp passed on 
to her along with new and up-
dated information she is gleaning 
from resource professionals who 
are working with her, Nancy in-
tends to manage this land to 
benefit all that follow her in fu-
ture generations. 

 

by Tom Leege 
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Nancy says they have every 
species of weed known to 

man—and some that aren’t! 

Nancy recalls her 

grandfather explaining how 

he harvested trees when they 

were growing too thick or 

when they showed the ill 

effects of insects or disease. 

Using the knowledge Gramp 

passed on to her ... Nancy 

intends to manage this land 

to benefit all that follow her 

in future generations. 
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July 30, 2009 
 
The Honorable Senator Mike Crapo 
U. S. Senate, 111 Russell 
Washington D.C.  20510 
 

RE:  Clean Water Restoration Act (CWRA), S. 787 
 
Dear Senator Crapo, 
 
 Idaho Forest Owners Association (IFOA) represents private family forest owners in Idaho who, 
in total, own and manage approximately two million acres of forest land in the State of Idaho.  Senate 
Bill 787, in Section 5, Conforming Amendments, proposes to strike ‘navigable waters of the United 
States’ and insert in each place the ‘waters of the United States’. 
 This bill expands the authority of the Federal government under the Clean Water Act of 1972.  
By including all waters of the United States and activities affecting these waters, this legislation would 
give the Corps of Engineers and/or EPA vastly expanded control over most private property. 
 This change would be detrimental to all forest owners because it could require additional time 
consuming and costly permits and regulation from the EPA and/or the Corp of Engineers for any opera-
tion in any wet area on the property, including puddles and ditches.  Therefore, the incentive to main-
tain a healthy forest for water quality, as well as the benefits from the forest for wildlife habitat, recrea-
tional opportunity, scenic and quality-of-life values, and air quality, would be greatly diminished.  The 
State of Idaho and many other states have already enacted very successful Forest Practices Acts that 
regulate activities detrimental to water quality.  A redundant federal administrative process is unneces-
sary and unwarranted.  Forests and private forest owners are already doing a better job of protecting 
water quality and providing quality water than almost any other private land use. 
 IFOA is very concerned about the ramifications and unintended consequences of SB 787 to for-
estry and other natural resource management operations in Idaho.  IFOA wants to thank you for oppos-
ing this legislation and would hope you can accomplish the filibuster that you mentioned June 19 in an 
article reported in the Moscow-Pullman Daily News.  IFOA supports your efforts to continue to oppose 
this legislation because it is detrimental not only to family forest owners in Idaho, but also to a healthy 
economic recovery for the United States. 
 
Sincerely, Arleen Pence, Executive Vice President, Idaho Forest Owners Association 
  PO Box 1257, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83816-1257  info@idahoforestowners.org 
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The Northern Idaho Adjudication process is proceeding.  According to Ken Knoblock of Idaho 
Department of Water Resources, letters have been sent to Spirit Lake, Athol, Bayview, Rathdrum and 
Hayden Lake area residents.  Rathdrum filers have until September 18, 2009,to file.  The deadline for 
Hayden Lake residents is November 20, 2009.  You do not have to wait until you receive a letter to file 
your water rights.  Even though the deadline has passed for Spirit Lake, Athol, and Bayview; residents 
can still file.  To file online go to http://www.idwr.idaho.gov/WaterManagement/NorthIdAdju/.  You 
have the option to file online and mail a check or use a credit card (with a surcharge).  You can also 
download a copy of the document, sign and mail the copies to: IDWR, 7500 N. Mineral Dr. # 100, CdA, 
ID  83815.  The webpage also has links to check your property’s legal description and find out if water 
rights have previously been filed on your property.          by Janet Benoit 
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Size IFOA Member Nonmember 

CARD $8.50 $12.50 

1/4 page 18.00 25.00 

1/3 page 26.50 33.00 

1/2 page 35.00 52.00 

Full page 69.50 96.00 

IFOA NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES 

 
Spotted Knapweed Bio-control Workshop 
Saint Maries, Tuesday, 8/18/09 

 
Spotted Knapweed Bio-control Workshop 

Sandpoint, Thursday, 8/20/09 
 

State Assessment of Forest 
Resources Meeting 

Coeur d’Alene, Wednesday, 8/26/09 
 

IFOA Board Meeting 
Coeur d’Alene, Tuesday, 9/8/09 
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Idaho Tree Farm® Fall Tour 
Cascade, Saturday, 9/12/09 

 
IFOA Bonner County Woods Day 

Clark Fork, Saturday, 9/19/09 
 

Idaho Forest Stewardship 
Advisory Committee Meeting 

Coeur d’Alene, Wednesday, 9/23/09 
 

National Tree Farmer Convention 
Washington, DC, 9/28-30/09 

 

IFOA Board Meeting 
Coeur d’Alene, Tuesday, 10/13/09 

 

Inland Empire 
Christmas Tree Association 

“Ties to the Land” Workshop 
Spokane, WA, 10/17/09 

 
Idaho Tree Farm 

Committee Meeting 
Coeur d’Alene, Tuesday, 10/20/09 

 
IFOA Board Meeting 

Coeur d’Alene, Tuesday, 11/10/09 
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In mid-June, I had the privilege of attending several learning sessions at the National Association 
of Resource Conservation and Development Councils Triennial Conference in Albuquerque, NM.  I 
found “Legislative 101 – Working with Elected Officials” particularly pertinent to the purpose and 
needs of the Idaho Forest Owners Association (IFOA). 

To get the support of legislators and legislatures, both State and federal, on issues affecting pri-
vate forest owners, groups like IFOA need to show they can make an impact on the ground.  Small pro-
jects give credibility to larger cooperative ventures.  The voice of accomplishment is listened to.  Many 
Congressional members do not understand the needs of private forest owners primarily because they do not 
consistently hear of the valuable contributions to society of private forest owners and their representative 
groups like IFOA.  We need to regularly let legislators know what we are doing by sending specifically 
crafted messages demonstrating our current goals and, most importantly, our accomplishments.  IFOA 
sends its quarterly newsletter to Idaho’s Congressional delegation.  Sending additional short progress 
reports in an attractive, understandable format (e.g., 1 page with photos) to the appropriate Congres-
sional staffers would go a long way towards making IFOA known to those whose support we often seek. 

The bottom-line lesson is to communicate with legislators and their staffs well before we need 
their help.  Congressional staffs need to understand us, our focus and our projects.  They need to feel 
they are partners helping private forest owners, not that they are being used.  Congressional staffers 
love to get out of D.C.  IFOA could sponsor a Staffers Tour to our forest lands, for example.  It is impor-
tant to develop personal relationships with our representatives.  We need to invite them and their aides 
to speak at our meetings.  In time, we can develop the relationships and credibility to become a reference 
resource for congressional aides.  In this respect, it is important to develop relationships with both local 
and national Congressional aides.  National office staffers decide which letters actually get read by legis-
lators.  Letters containing genuine compliments to staffers get passed on! 

It is more important for the members of IFOA to communicate with legislators than for the paid 
Executive Vice President to do so.  This shows member and community support for IFOA goals and  
projects.  IFOA needs to convince Idaho legislators’ constituents of the value of its purposes and goals.  
Remember, “all politics is local.”  Imagine the results if we had non-forest owners writing our congres-
sional delegation in support of our purposes because they understood the value to communities of well 
managed, privately owned forests.  It’s all about education.  So, we need to publicize our events and ac-
complishments and show how we are helping our hometowns.  We can be “local people helping local 
people solve local problems” by showing people we are making their lives better.  When people under-
stand our purpose, they will agree with us when we seek government support.  Individuals make a dif-
ference, and there is strength in numbers. 

To make an impact on Congressional representatives, IFOA members must understand issues 
vital to their own interests.  Our newsletter educates us, but a quarterly publication is not an efficient or 
timely forum for providing members important information on fast-changing legislative subjects.  Pic-
ture trying to keep up with health care reform in a quarterly newsletter!  To supply members with well-
timed issue updates, critical dates on the Congressional calendar, and information about the appropri-
ate timing for the most effective communications on specific bills, IFOA needs members’ email ad-
dresses.  Please send your up-to-date email address to: info@idahoforestowners.org.  With a network of 
more than 300 active members, we could make a significant difference in how our elected officials, at all 
levels, understand the issues vital to private forest owners. 

In this Newsletter, you will find current contact information for Idaho’s Congressional delega-
tion.  Use it to express your opinion.  Add your own district’s State representatives and senators and 
your local elected officials to this list.  IFOA’s Bylaws provide for a standing Legislative Committee to 
track legislation and inform the membership of pertinent issues.  At present this committee is inactive.  
If you have interest in the legislative “side of things”, or experience organizing grassroots legislative con-
tact efforts, please volunteer for this committee by contacting info@idahoforestowners.org.  It is up to 
each IFOA member, not just our Board of Directors, to actively advocate for private forest owners and 
their forests. 

by Madeline David 
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I was one of the lucky few chosen to participate in the 2009 Sustainable Forestry Tour.  I arrived 

by plane to Lewiston from Southern Idaho with two other teachers the night before the tour would start.  
The three of us ate dinner by the hotel pool and talked of plans to swim, sit in the hot tub and play cards 
each night while we were there.  There were 42 teachers and counselors, each graciously sponsored by 
an entity of the forest management circle.  We were treated in many ways like royalty, but it did not in-
clude hot tubs or swimming pools or any such thing.  It was actually grueling at times.  Long bus rides, 
loud machinery, lots of information and long, long hours.  In fact, I never set foot in the pool or the hot 
tub.  And I still feel very, very lucky to have participated in this extremely important event. 

We toured sawmills, we walked in the forest, we observed large machinery take down huge trees 
like they were toothpicks, we witnessed pulp become paper, we listened to a native Nez Perce forester, 
we observed beautiful rows of baby saplings in the greenhouse, we were guests on privately owned for-
ests, we were made to think and evaluate how we might manage the forest ourselves, and we learned 
how these caretakers have changed the way the forests are being managed. 

While I am not a historian on forestry management and cannot account for all of the good and 
bad that has occurred in the last 200 or so years, I do have one small experience as a seasonal employee 
of the US Forest Service.  I spent a summer in Alaska’s Prince William Sound working on a project 
funded by Exxon Valdez (after their big spill).  The project was to rehabilitate salmon habitat after it 
had been pretty much destroyed by logging practices in the early to mid part of the 1900s.  At that time 
the practice was to log right up to the stream and remove woody debris around and within the stream.  
What resulted was a high velocity canal with nowhere for the salmon to lay their eggs.  During the For-
estry Tour I learned that this practice was mandated by leaders in the natural resources system, and 
loggers were doing what they were told. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Adrienne 
Shilling 
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Senator Mike Crapo    Senator Mike Crapo 
Boise Office     Caldwell Office 
251 E. Front St. # 205   524 E. Cleveland Blvd. # 220 
Boise, ID  83702    Caldwell, ID  83605 
Phone: (208) 334-1776� � � Phone: (208) 455-0360 
Fax: (208) 334-9044� � � � Fax: (208) 455-0358 
 
Senator Mike Crapo    Senator Mike Crapo 
Coeur d’Alene Office   Lewiston Office 
610 Hubbard Ave. # 209   313 D St. # 105 
Coeur d'Alene, ID  83814   Lewiston, ID  83501 
Phone: (208) 664-5490   Phone: (208) 743-1492 
Fax: (208) 664-0889    Fax: (208) 743-6484 
 
Senator Mike Crapo    Senator Mike Crapo 
Idaho Falls Office    Pocatello Office 
490 Memorial Dr. # 102   275 S. 5th Ave. # 225 
Idaho Falls, ID  83402   Pocatello, ID  83201 
Phone: (208) 522-9779   Phone: (208) 236-6775 
Fax: (208) 529-8367    Fax: (208) 236-6935 
 
Senator Mike Crapo    Senator Mike Crapo 
Twin Falls Office    Washington, D.C. Office 
202 Falls Ave. # 2    239 Dirksen Senate Building 
Twin Falls, ID  83301   Washington, D.C.  20510 
Phone: (208) 734-2515   Phone: (202) 224-6142 
Fax: (208) 733-0414    Fax: (202) 228-1375 
 
Senator James E. Risch   Senator James E. Risch 
Washington, D.C. Office   Boise Office 
Russell Senate Office Bldg, SR-483  350 N. 9th St. # 302 
Washington, DC  20510   Boise, Idaho  83702 
Phone: (202) 224-2752   Phone: (208) 342-7985 
Fax: (202) 224-2573    Fax: (208) 343-2458 
 
Senator James E. Risch   Senator James E. Risch 
Coeur d’Alene Office   Idaho Falls Office 
610 Hubbard Ave. # 121   490 Memorial Dr. # 101 
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho  83814  Idaho Falls, Idaho  83402 
Phone: (208) 667-6130   Phone: (208) 523-5541 
Fax: (208) 765-1743    Fax: (208) 522-0135 
 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Senator James E. Risch   Senator James E. Risch 
Lewiston Office    Pocatello Office 
313 D St. # 106    275 S. 5th Ave. # 290 
Lewiston, Idaho  83501   Pocatello, Idaho  83201 
Phone: (208) 743-0792   Phone: (208) 236-6817 
Fax: (208) 746-7275    Fax: (208) 236-6820 
 
Senator James E. Risch   Congressman Mike Simpson 
Twin Falls Office    Pocatello Office 
560 Filer Ave. # A    275 S. 5th Ave. # 275 
Twin Falls, Idaho  83301   Pocatello, ID  83201 
Phone: (208) 734-6780   Phone: (208) 233-2222 
Fax: (208) 734-3905    Fax: (208) 233-2095 
 
Congressman Mike Simpson  Congressman Mike Simpson 
Washington, DC, Office   Boise Office 
2312 Rayburn House Office Bldg  802 W. Bannock # 600 
Washington, D.C.  20515   Boise, Idaho  83702 
Phone: (202) 225-5531   Phone: (208) 334-1953 
Fax: (202) 225-8216    Fax: (208) 334-9533 
 
Congressman Mike Simpson  Congressman Mike Simpson 
Idaho Falls Office    Twin Falls Office 
410 Memorial Drive # 203   1341 Fillmore St. #202 
Idaho Falls, ID  83402   Twin Falls, ID  83301 
Phone: (208) 523-6701   Phone: (208) 734-7219 
Fax: (208) 523-2384    Fax: (208) 734-7244 
 
Congressman Walt Minnick  Congressman Walt Minnick 
Washington, D.C. Office   Lewiston Office 
1517 Longworth HOB   310 Main St. 
Washington, D.C. 20515   Lewiston, ID  83501 
Phone: (202) 225-6611   Phone: (208) 743-1388 
Fax: (202) 225-3029    Fax: (208) 743-0247 
 
Congressman Walt Minnick  Congressman Walt Minnick 
Meridian Office    Coeur d'Alene Office 
33 E. Broadway Ave. # 251   1900 Northwest Blvd. # 106 
Meridian, ID  83642    Coeur d'Alene, ID  83814 
Phone: (208) 888-3188   Phone: (208) 667-0127 
Fax: (208) 888-0894    Fax: (208) 667-0130 

(Continued from page 7) 
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The Snake River Basin 

Adjudication (SRBA) is a water 
rights adjudication of the Snake 
River within the State of Idaho.  
As a part of that adjudication, 
the Nez Perce Tribe and the 
United States, as trustee for the 
Tribe, filed a variety of claims to 
water rights, based on treaties 
entered into between the United 
States and the Nez Perce Tribe.  
Among these, water rights were 
claimed for instream flows to 
protect the Tribe’s treaty-
reserved fisheries.  Those claims 
were contested by the State of 
Idaho and certain Idaho water 
users because they could have 
affected the rights of Idaho wa-
ter users to continue to divert 
water.  By order of the SRBA 
Court in 1998, the parties have 
been attempting to resolve the 
issues.  Negotiations to resolve 
the instream flow water right 
claims have focused on finding 
ways to protect fish habitat, in-
cluding both flow and non-flow 
related issues, while preserving 
existing water uses.  The claims 
for the Tribe include not only the 
instream flow water right claims, 
but also claims to support the 
Tribe’s consumptive water needs 
and claims to springs in the area 
ceded by the Tribe in 1863.  The 
proposed settlement includes 
provisions resolving all of the 
issues relating to the Tribe’s wa-
ter right claims.  The parties to 
the mediation included the 
United States and the Tribe as 
claimants, as well as parties to 
the SRBA who filed legal objec-
tions to the Tribal claims.  These 
objectors include the State of 

Idaho, Idaho Power Company, 
and water users throughout the 
Snake River basin within Idaho. 

 
After several years of ne-

gotiations, the parties have de-
veloped a framework for a pro-
posed settlement agreement 
(although not a party to the set-
tlement, Idaho Power partici-
pated in the mediation and is ex-
pected to continue working with 
others on issues associated with 
the Hells Canyon Complex).  
Specifically, the framework, or 
“term sheet,” is divided into 
three separate components: (1) 
the Nez Perce Tribal component 

to resolve issues on and near 
lands ceded by the Tribe in the 
1863 Treaty, (2) the Salmon/
Clearwater component to protect 
flows and habitat within the 
Salmon and Clearwater River 
basins, and (3) the Snake River 
flow component to resolve issues 
involving the use of the Snake 
River above the Hells Canyon 
Complex.  The proposed settle-
ment agreement would (1) finally 
and fully determine the Tribal 
claims to water rights, (2) set out 
the understandings and criteria 
necessary to provide long-term 
ESA compliance for water use in 

the Snake River basin in Idaho 
and for timberland management 
activities on State and private 
lands, and (3) protect existing 
water uses. 

 
Pertaining to forestland 

owners within the Snake and 
Clearwater drainages, this 
SRBA agreement allowed for ex-
tra measures that provide for 
protection along streams for the 
benefit of salmon and bull trout.  
These extra measures have been 
termed the “Idaho Forestry Pro-
gram,” and they are more strin-
gent than existing Idaho Forest 
Practices Act rules and regula-
tions.  An EIS is being written by 
the US Fish & Wildlife Service 
and the Idaho Department of 
Lands for the purpose of analyz-
ing the effects of the new pro-
posed streamside protection.  
These new forestry standards 
are not mandatory, but forest-
land owners wanting federal 
protection from ESA lawsuits 
may adhere to them and receive 
in exchange, an incidental take 
permit.  Outside the Snake River 
Basin and Clearwater Basin, a 
forestland owner may voluntar-
ily implement these new forest 
practices along streams with bull 
trout/westslope cutthroat trout, 
and be offered the same protec-
tion. 
 

The EIS will not be com-
pleted until 2010, if then, but 
much of the effects analysis will 
be completed by December 2009 
for public review.  SRBA is a 
very complex issue, but we will 
have further updates as more 
information becomes available. 
 

by Kennon McClintock 
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Despite the “liquid sun-

shine,” Thursday May 14, 2009 
was a great day for the Idaho 
State Forestry Contest.  Thanks 
to the hospitality of the late Ray 
Delay and his wife Fairy and 
Ray Delay, Jr., this educational 
event has been held annually 
since 1983 at the Delay Farm 
near Careywood.  The contest is 
coordinated by the Bonner Soil 
& Water Conservation District, 
the Idaho Department of Lands, 
and the US Forest Service. 

 
One hundred eighty jun-

ior and senior high school con-
testants from 20 different schools 
or youth groups participated in 
the competition, including topics 
on log scaling, timber cruising, 
tree and plant identification, 
map reading, compass and pac-
ing, tool identification, soils and 
water quality, tree health, silvi-
culture, and noxious weeds.  

 
The Idaho Tree Farm Program has scheduled the annual Fall Tour for Saturday, September 

12th, 2009.  This year’s tour will feature Lieutenant Governor Brad Little’s Tree Farm near Cascade 
and will showcase pre-commercial thinning, fuel break construction, and other examples of sustainable 
forest management practices throughout his family’s 515 acres of timberland.  There will also be discus-
sion about biomass-to-energy potential and opportunities for carbon sequestration credits. 

Brad was honored as the 2009 “Idaho Tree Farmer of the Year” in March at the Idaho Tree 
Farm Program annual meeting in Moscow.  His family’s property was first certified as a Tree Farm in 
1980, and they have since added more acreage. 

The tour is free.  Meet at the Ashley Inn parking lot, 500 N. Main, in Cascade at 9:00 AM.  
Lunch will be provided at the University of Idaho Field Campus on Payette Lake in McCall, with a 
short presentation about the McCall Outdoor Science School (MOSS) Program.  After lunch the tour 
will proceed nearby to Dr. Herald Nokes’ Family Tree Farm and the Brundage Mountain Resort. 

Wear appropriate footwear for field conditions.  To register, or for additional tour information, 
please RSVP by email to admin@idahotreefarm.org, or call Jennifer Childers at (208) 667-4641. 
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There were some great test 
scores in both the Junior and 
Senior Divisions. 

 
The Rookie Division (6th 

grade students) consisted of 140 
contestants who competed well 
in compass & pacing, timber 
cruising, log scaling, and tree 
identification. 

 
The Novice Division (5th 

grade & under) attracted 150 
students who were instructed in 
timber cruising, log scaling, tool 
identification, tree and plant 
identification, silviculture, and 
map & compass use! 

 
The entire group also en-

joyed a free barbequed ham-
burger lunch and noon program 
with mountain man Mark 
Weadick.  In period costume, 
Mark portrayed famous north-
west explorer and fur trader 
David Thompson, whose map 

making from 200 years ago is 
still admired and utilized.  
Mark’s black powder rifle dem-
onstration punctuated the noon 
hour! 

 
Forty contributors, in-

cluding IFOA, help fund the con-
test, and 15 local merchants con-
tribute food or supplies.  One 
hundred fifty volunteers, either 
as individuals or representing 26 
businesses and agencies, help 
with registration, scoring, lunch, 
and running the contest stations. 

 
The 2009 Honorary 

Chairman was Fred Omodt, who 
has been in charge of the map 
reading station for at least 20 
years!  He has also coached his 
Boy Scout Troop in the contest. 

 
The Idaho State Forestry 

Contest is held each year on the 
second Thursday in May.  Come 
help out and join the fun! 
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After this tour I feel confident in saying that things have come a long way.  I don’t believe that 
teachers and citizens of the country have a negative view about logging practices for nothing, but I don’t 
necessarily believe it’s the loggers’ or the forest managers’ faults.  I know as a teacher that we often feel 
like we are working hard to do a not so easy job, and then suddenly the world is telling us we’re bad and 
we’re doing it wrong.  So we are forced to evaluate and reflect upon our practices.  And then we con-
clude “hey, some of what I’m doing is not so bad and yes, I do need to improve some things”.  I imagine 
in many ways that forest managers have had a similar experience.  How they responded is to marvel 
over.  It is understandable why they are working hard to change the views of the public through educa-
tors.  I doubt if it’s to boost their reputation or increase sales; it’s because they’ve got some great solu-
tions to some serious problems that need to be shared. 

I learned that foresters are working to integrate social, economic and ecological needs.  This is 
sustainable forestry.  In this plan, forests are well taken care of with practices that might on occasion 
require clear cutting but with the health of the forest, the needs of the people and the economy in mind.  
Clear-cutting when used right is not bad, and is used in conjunction with many other practices. 

We also learned about the Forest-Bioenergy-Carbon Connection presented by Philip Cook of the 
University of Idaho Policy Analysis Group.  This project is exploring the application of unused woody 
biomass that might normally instigate large scale forest fires, as a source of fuel.  My understanding is 
that this wood can be burned at high temperatures and produce a fuel without emitting the greenhouse 
gases that a forest fire would.  Ultimately this might be an energy source for electricity.  While it seemed 
that there are some bugs to work out with this and other ideas like it, it seems very promising to me. 

It was very impressive how knowledgeable the key players were as they presented their part in 
forest management.  The foresters, the harvesters, the firefighters, the private landowners, and the 
greenhouse manager worked synchronously throughout the tour, modeling their good practices.  It was 
very reassuring to listen to these keepers of the forest with their wisdom and knowledge.  They knew the 
forest, the species, the diseases and the dynamics. 

As a science teacher and an environmentalist I have many people to talk to about my experience.  
I teach biology, environmental science, chemistry and physics and can easily incorporate what I learned 
into lessons for my students.  And I will most definitely be sharing my experience with my fellow envi-
ronmentalists. 

 
by Adrienne Shilling, an Idaho native who lives in Almo, Idaho with her 4-year-old daughter and 

husband, a climbing ranger at the City of Rocks National Reserve.  Adrienne is very grateful to Ned and 
Arleen Pence and IFOA, who made it possible for her to attend the 2009 Sustainable Forestry Tour. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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The Coeur d’Alene Tribe’s Integrated Resource Management Plan and It’s Affect on Non-Tribal Lands 
 

Recent action by an IFOA member living within the Coeur d’Alene (CdA) Tribe Reservation 
boundaries has resulted in a clarification of the jurisdiction of tribal planning on non-tribal members 
within the reservation.  After many years of public meetings and study the CdA Tribe published their 
Record of Decision (ROD) regarding their Integrated Resource Management Plan (IRMP) in May of 
2008.  The ROD stated that the IRMP would guide management of Tribal natural, environmental, and 
cultural resources for the next 20 years by providing programmatic level recommendations for land use, 
natural resource enhancement and protection, residential/commercial growth and development plan-
ning, and cultural preservation within the Tribe’s aboriginal territory.  Based on the Programmatic En-
vironmental Impact Statement (PEIS) the ROD adopts and approves for immediate implementation the 
CdA Tribe’s IRMP. 

Under Alternative B, the Tribe’s selected alternative, the IRMP would establish standards and 
guidelines from the Tribe’s Forest Management Plan and encourage federal and private entities to also 
adopt these standards while excluding input from State or local entities. 

A number of non-tribal landowning residents within the current reservation boundaries found 
this language unsettling as to its intent and application to their lands.  Approximately 80% of the land 
within the current reservation boundaries is owned by non-tribal landowners who have no representa-
tion on the tribal council. 

A total of 6 landowners filed separate formal appeals to the Interior Board of Appeals regarding 
the ROD.  They requested a review of the March 31, 2008 ROD.  After lengthy legal proceedings all of 
the appellants agreed to engage in alternative dispute resolution (ADR) to resolve the appeal.  They met 
with a court appointed mediator at Federal Court in Spokane and had several conference calls.  The end 
result was that 3 of the appellants agreed to drop their appeal when the BIA issued an addendum to the 
IRMP.  The addendum stated that “the IRMP does not provide new regulatory or jurisdictional author-
ity applicable to non- Indian fee lands within the Coeur d’Alene Reservation and aboriginal territory.” 

This statement, dated April 3, 2009, was sufficient to satisfy 3 of the 6 appellants.  Overall the ap-
pellants felt that the ADR process worked well and allowed them to pursue their concerns without ex-
cessive legal costs.  This action clarifies the ambiguous language in the original ROD as to intent. 

by Jim Nichols 

Log market?  What log market?  That seems to be the question in most forest owners' minds 
these days.  Poles and cedar appear to be the best options for what has turned into a downright slow 
year.  Fortunately, there are still a few mills in the northern counties purchasing gatewood, but the 
prices paid are uninspiring in most circumstances.  An exception is for the landowner who is cleaning up 
windthrows or bug infected stands.  Then the mere existence of a nearby mill that is purchasing logs be-
comes a blessing.  Hauling costs (market proximity) and a depressed lumber market make harvesting in 
the southern timber counties a breakeven situation at best.  Net scale specs have tightened up a bit with 
the lumber market downturn.  The bottom line is that the mills can stay in business only as long as oper-
ating costs can be covered by the competitive market lumber sales.  Since log cost is a very significant 
part of operating expense, there is intense interest in having only logs meeting contract specifications 
delivered to the mill.  Non-conforming logs cost money to handle and process.  Some mill operators cull 
an entire two segment log when one segment does not meet net scale specifications i.e., one segment is 
pulp.  Others consider “pencil trim” on undersize tops to result in a non-preferred length i.e., a penalty 
length.  An important part of forestland management is to understand the market that your logs are 
sold into, and that includes at least a cursory review of log tickets for inappropriate tree cutting prac-

(Continued on page 14) 
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*** On April 28, 2009 no Inland Northwest mills were quoting prices for white pine. 
 

Note that these figures represent prices paid by competitive domestic facilities in the Inland Northwest 
and are based on average-sized logs and standard log lengths—usually 16’6” and 33’. 

 

 As indicated by the above prices, the market for Inland Northwest logs continues to be stagnant 
and very weak.  The one exception is an up-tick in cedar prices since last quarter, although prices still 
lag far behind 2008 levels. 
 The prospect of significantly higher prices this year remains bleak.  Most experts continue to 
point toward 2010 before lumber prices, and consequently log values, will rebound. 
 

by Mike Wolcott, ACF, Certified Forester, Inland Forest Management, Inc. 
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“Working for the Landowner.” 

 

��� Timber Cruising & Appraisals 
��� Timber Sales 
��  
 

INLAND FOREST MANAGEMENT, INC. 
 

(208) 263-9420 
 

Mike Wolcott �  Dick Bradetich, Owners 
 

www.inlandforest.com 
 
 

 

� Insect and Disease Management 
� “ Fire Safe” Management 
 

Species July 24, 2009 April 28, 2009 

Douglas-fir/western larch $250 - $300 $250 - $300 

Grand fir/western hemlock $250 - $300 $250 - $300 

Ponderosa pine $225 (6-7”) - $310 (12”+) $220 (6-7”) - $330 (12”+) 

Lodgepole pine $250 - $300 $240 - $300 

Western white pine $270 - $310 *** 

Western redcedar $540 - $650 $440- $510 

Fiberwood/pulp $25 - $33 $20 - $35 
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“voluntary” Idaho Forestry Pro-
gram”. 

June 8, 2009 
1) Kirk discussed the Sum-
mer Newsletter articles and dead-
line of August 1st. 
2) Larry reported on the May 
20th Scaling Board meeting. 
3) Arleen discussed Senate 
Bill 787, the Clean Water Resto-
ration Act. 
4) Kennon updated the Board 
on the plans for the Bonner 
County Woods Day. 
5) The Board approved a 
$100 donation to the Harry Lee 
Memorial. 
6) Dale discussed his experi-
ence with his EQIP application. 
7) Kennon gave a brief sum-
mary of the Boise IWLC meeting. 
8) Jim N. discussed Class II 
stream regulation interpretations. 
9) Janet voiced concerns with 
IDL Burn Permits. 

July 15, 2009 
1) St. Maries District Ranger 

Highlights from recent IFOA 
Board of Directors Meetings 

 

May 12, 2009 
1) A lengthy discussion was 
held planning a “Bonner County 
Woods Day” planned for Septem-
ber 19th. 
2) A conference call was held 
with Mark Havel (aka Forest 
Dan) regarding the Bonner 
County Woods Day.  Mark will be 
the featured guest for this event. 
3) Al Farnsworth has re-
quested an endorsement from 
IFOA for his Forest Legacy Pro-
gram application on his Idaho for-
estland. 
4) Kennon will attend an 
Idaho Working Lands Coalition 
meeting in Boise on May 27th. 
5) Dale discussed an upcom-
ing court case regarding a timber 
trespass on his property near 
Clarkia. 
6) Kennon updated the Board 
on the Snake River Basin Adjudi-
ca t i o n  p ro cess  a nd  t h e 

Chuck Marks was a guest. 
2) Kirk reviewed the newslet-
ter articles due by August 1st. 
3) Arleen talked about the 
recently held 2009 Teachers Tour.  
IFOA sponsored teacher Adri-
enne Shelling from Almo, Idaho. 
4) Jim N. explained IDL 
burning permits, a follow-up from 
last meeting. 
5) Dale discussed the outcome 
of his timber trespass lawsuit. 
6) Kirk presented draft oper-
ating procedures for IFOA’s 
standing committees. 
7) There was further discus-
sions on the upcoming September 
19th Bonner County Woods Day. 
8) Jim N. discussed the nutri-
tion study developed and imple-
mented by the Intermountain 
Tree Nutrition Coop located near 
Plummer, on IDL lands. 
8) The Lochsa Land Ex-
change between the USFS and the 
Western Pacific Timber Company 
was discussed. 

by IFOA Secretary Kennon McClintock 

tices.  Try to avoid sending logs that will cost you out-of-pocket money due to manufacturing defects.  There are 
enough problems with defect in the way trees naturally grow without contributing additional factors through fell-
ing and bucking practices. 

 

The subject matter at the May 20, 2009 Idaho Board of Scaling Practices meeting was devoted primarily 
to considering the options for maintaining financial viability of Board check scaling.  Board revenue is dependent 
on Idaho timber harvest volume and the assessment rate on that harvest.  Harvest in FY'09 (ending June 30) ap-
pears to be near 700 million board feet (mmbf) or about 67% of recent year averages.  FY'10 is projected to be 
similar, and that suggests that the IBSP will be financially insolvent by FY'10 year end.  Idaho statutes allow for a 
maximum assessment rate of 20 cents per thousand board feet (mbf), which was assessed for the years 2001 thru 
2006.  In 2006 the rate was reduced to 18 cents/mbf then increased back to 19 cents/mbf on June 1, 2009.  At the 
projected harvest rate on the 700 mmbf, 19 cents or even 20 cents will not be sufficient to maintain the current 
staffing of two IBSP employee check scalers.  The Board relies on the Department of Lands for clerical support 
and office space.  An option of soliciting private low-bid contract check scalers was considered by the IBSP but 
support for such a concept was lacking amongst a majority of Board members.  A cut in staffing below the two 
existing employee check scalers is really not feasible or in the best long term interests of Scaler licensing.  Not-
withstanding the distressed market we are faced with, a proposal for a legislative increase in assessment rate up 
to a maximum of 25 cents/mbf appears to be in the offing.  The rate can be easily adjusted downward (as it was in 
2006) when harvest volume increases once again in future years.  In the interim, status quo is the order of the day 
for forest landowners and for scaling practices within Idaho.          by Larry Stewart 

(Continued from page 12) 
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...IFOA HAT … ��  �����������	
�������������	
�������������	
�������������	
��    perfect for walks in the woods 
...IFOA T-SHIRT … ��  ����	�����
�������	�����	�����
�������	�����	�����
�������	�����	�����
�������	�    perfect for any occasion! 

...IFOA WORK SHIRT … ��  ������	����������������	����������������	����������������	����������    perfect for working in the woods 

...IFOA SWEATSHIRT …��  ���������������� ��������
������
������
������
�� ������������������������ ������������������������    perfect for keeping warm in the woods 

...IFOA SUSPENDERS… ��  	������	�	������	�	������	�	������	�    perfect for comfort anytime 
green with white lettering, heavy-duty construction, 

clamp-on, adjustable lengths to fit any length (46”-50”-54”) 
 

����	����������	����������	����������	������ �� ...IFOA MEMBERSHIP SIGN …���  
 18” x 24” 

 white with green graphics & black lettering 
 1/8” thick plastic, 6 pre-drilled mounting holes 

 space for family name 
 proudly display this “must have” item! 

 
�  ..PROPERTY BOUNDARY TAGS .. 

3.75” x 3.75” 
bright orange with black lettering & logo 

.024 gauge plastic 
 

SEND ORDERS TO: 
IDAHO FOREST OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 1257, COEUR D’ALENE, ID  83816-1257 

8���!
�8���!
�8���!
�8���!
� ����������	
�����!�	������	
�����!�	������	
�����!�	������	
�����!�	� ���

IFOA “Ballcap” HATS     number  x $11.00 ea. = 
 
IFOA SUSPENDERS   size 46” number  x $11.00 ea. = 
      size 50” number  x $11.00 ea. = 
      size 54” number  x $11.00 ea. = 
 
IFOA T-SHIRTS  circle your sizes: S, M, L, XL number  x $15.00 ea. = 
 white w/logo 
 

IFOA WORK SHIRTS circle your sizes: S, M, L, XL number  x $25.00 ea. = 
 denim w/embroidered logo 
 

IFOA SWEATSHIRTS circle your sizes: S, M, L, XL number  x $24.00 ea. = 
 dark green w/printed logo 
 

IFOA MEMBERSHIP SIGNS    number  x $12.00 ea. = 
 
IFOA BOUNDARY TAGS  3/PACK  number  x   $1.00 ea. = 
     25/PACK  number  x   $8.00 ea. = 
     50/PACK  number  x $15.00 ea. = 
     100/PACK  number  x $30.00 ea. = 
 
                 TOTAL $ = 

 

Make checks payable to-Idaho Forest Owners Association-and send to: ���������	
���
�����
�����������������������
��  
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