
WUI*  
the 
people….

(* wildland-urban interface)



1. DROUGHT
cpc.ncep.noaa.gov



2. DROUGHT-SENSITIVE 
VEGETATION



BBQs Fire pits

Hot exhaust pipes Fireworks

ATVs / combustion Target shooting

Chainsaws Kitchen fires

Cigarettes Kids playing w matches

Trash burning Dragging trailer chains

Burn piles Mowers

Humans / accidental ignitions



Priest River man 
sentenced for 
setting wildfires

…admitted to setting six 
fires in the Priest River 
area in the summer of 
2022 as well as three 
fires in 2021 in the 
same area.



Photo by Brandon Morgan on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@littleppl85?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/images/nature/thunderstorm?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


What do we get?
1. Free on-site evaluation (by local fire department) of your 

home’s wildfire vulnerabilities

2. Expert guidance to help you fix those vulnerabilities

3. Triage!!!!

4. Access to generous grants 

5. Possibly save on homeowners insurance

6. Raise the appeal of your home w/o raising its assessment 

7. No real strings attached.



HERDING CATS
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DITTO









Through the eyes of fire, 
everything in your environment is 

either a HEAT SOURCE or a 
HEAT SINK.



It isn’t only the vegetation that’s 
drought sensitive. 

The built environment also can be 
drought sensitive. 

You can make it less so.



If one household is hardened against 
fire, it’s a small isolated heat sink.

If a community becomes Firewise, 
it’s a large, collective heat sink.

A firewall.







IF&G Forest 
Management:

Wildlife habitat 
diversity, 

not 
wildfire 

mitigation





East of Hayden Lake 
Firewise Community

Phase I

15 households
700 acres





https://inciweb.nwcg.gov



www.wildcad.net





East of Hayden Lake 
Firewise Community

2021

15 households
700 acres



East of Hayden Lake 
Firewise Community

2022

99 households
1650 acres





PERSUASION
What persuaded, what didn’t

1st Meeting Very Persuasive (credible, valuable)

4th of July Very persuasive (anxiety)

TRIAGE Very persuasive (anxiety)

IF&G Persuasive (&$%#*!)

Street signs Very persuasive 

9-1-1 Signs ?????

Fire station far away  Not persuasive at all



Don’t judge experienced 
1st responders who refuse 

to join. 
They’re an asset.
Welcome them in 

whatever way they allow.



Go to 
nfpa.org





Thank you.
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